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[Inclosure,] 
Report of infectious diseases in Japan, November 24 to December 3, 1896. 
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* Plague. 



Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 



Report of the prevalence of smallpox in Kobe, Hiogo, and Tokyo, and pre- 
cautions taken to prevent the spread of the disease. 

Yokohama, December 4, 1896. 

Sir : I have the honor to forward the following abstract of reports 
kindly furnished me by J. E. Connelly, Esq., United States consul at 
Kobe and Hiogo, showing the extent and severity of the smallpox epi- 
demic now prevalent in the places just named, which practically form 
one city : 

Week ending October 3, 115 cases, 37 deaths ; week ending October 
10, 125 cases, 43 deaths ; week ending October 17, 86 cases, 48 deaths f 
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week ending October 24, 97 cases, 45 deaths ; week ending October 31, 
122 cases, 56 deaths ; week ending November 7, 137 cases, 63 deaths ; 
week ending November 14, 173 cases, 54 deaths ; week ending Novem- 
ber 21, 168 cases, 83 deaths ; week ending November 28, 153 cases, 95 
deaths ; total, 1,176 cases, 524 deaths. 

The conditions seeming to demand such action, Mr. Connelly, on 
November 21, declared the port infected, and is enforcing the regula- 
tions accordingly. Certain questions having arisen as to the shipment 
of straw matting and new rugs, under the circumstances, Mr. Connelly 
requested my opinion upon the subject, my reply being as inclosed 
herewith, which I trust may meet with your approval. 

I regret to say that there are signs of an extensive outbreak of small- 
pox in Tokyo also, though I trust that the disease will be more success- 
fully handled there than it has been at Kobe. 

I am paying exceptional attention to the condition, as to vaccination, 
of all passengers by vessels bound to the United States, and have noti- 
fied the steamship companies that the regulations will be strictly 
enforced as regards all passengers from infected districts, although 
embarking here. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. R. 8. 

[Inclosure.] 

Yokohama, November 25, 1896. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23d instanti 
asking my opinion as to the advisability of permitting the shipment, without restriction) 
of " straw matting and rugs of all kinds, manufactured, handled, and packed for ship" 
ment, within territory infected" (by smallpox), under the quarantine regulations of 
the United States, of date April 26, 1894, and to reply as follows : 

In the case of the articles mentioned, much will depend on how and where they are 
usually manufactured ; if in the homes of the people, and not in special workshops and 
manufactories, there will be danger of their carrying infection, more especially if those 
sick from smallpox are allowed to remain in their own dwellings, and not, as is the 
usual practice in Japan, promptly removed to hospital, their surroundings at home 
being then thoroughly disinfected. 

Of course, if manufactured and packed in places not used as residences, the danger 
of transporting infection will be minimized, and I should advise that the goods be 
allowed to be shipped. 

Even if manufactured in the homes of the workmen, if the guarantee of the Japa- 
nese authorities can be secured that any articles of the kinds mentioned, found stored, 
or in process of manufacture, in infected dwellings, shall be either condemned or sub- 
mitted to disinfection by improved and recognized methods, after the removal of the 
sick, I would advise permission for shipment, but not otherwise. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, Stuakt Eldeidge, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. H. 8. 

James E. Connelly, Esq., 

United States Consul, Hiogo and Kobe, Japan. 

STATISTICAL REPORTS. 

Bahamas — Dunmore Town. — Two weeks ended December 18, 1896. 
Estimated population, 1,472. No deaths. 

Governors Harbor. — Two weeks ended December 18, 1896. Estimated 
population, 1,500. No deaths. 

Brazil — Ceara. — Month of September, 1896. Estimated population, 
44,000. Total deaths, 112, including 3 from whooping cough. 



